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[ABSTRACT]

Symbolism of the Image in 7he Hours

Park, Minyoung
Sungshin Women’ s University

The original of The Hours directed by Stephen Daldry is a novel, The Hours,
by Michael Cunningham. The novel version of The Hours includes an existing
character, Virginia Woolf, and two of fictitious characters influenced by his
work, and describes their lives. This paper will study the symbols of death and
party expressed in The Hours through its original, Cunningham's The Hours.

The film shows a day that three women live through cross editing. Mrs. Wolf
is writing Mrs. Dalloway. Mrs. Brown is reading Mrs. Dalloway. And Clarissa
whose nick name is Mrs. Dalloway is living the life that Mrs. Dalloway lives.
Virginia Woolf's novel, Mrs. Dalloway, is not only the basic text of the original
of the film version of The Hours, but also links between the three women in
different times and spaces.

As in the novel, Mrs. Dalloway, in which Clarissa prepares a party, the three
women begin the day with preparing their parties. They cook, have their friends
invited, kiss the same sex, and long to leave for different places. The three
women have lovers who they love and who love and protect them, but they are
not contend with their daily lives. So, they dream of different places.

The food that the three women cook symbolizes the expansion of one's
identity and in fact, symbolizes their inner states. The invitations allow the three
women to look back on themselves, and realize what they truly want. The gay
kiss in the film implies a departure from daily life.

The main theme of the film, The Hours, is death. The film starts with showing
the suicide of Virginia Woolf and ends with showing it again. And several deaths
happen between the beginning and the end. The three women witness different
deaths to paradoxically understand the meaning of life like Clarissa in the novel,
Mrs. Dalloway.
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Real life comes after death. Death is portrayed as the only escape from
restrictions of daily life that are more hopeless than death itself. It also

symbolizes the desire of the three women for freedom.

Key words : The Hours, Mrs. Dalloway, Virginia Woolf, symbolism, party,
food, death
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