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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on the Necessity of Cognitive Grammar Approaches in the
Complex Word Education

Kim, Eok Jo

This study aims to examine the composition system and contents of complex
word education chapters in school grammar and propose the necessity of
introducing cognitive grammar contents to the school grammar education. When
examined words created in our daily lives, this study discovered that many of
them are far from the word-formation education of school grammar. Thus, this
study intends to propose the necessity of introducing cognitive grammar
perspectives to the school grammar education.

All the studies on Korean words can be mostly divided into three flows,
traditional grammar, structuralism and transformational generative grammar.
Having been established with such flows, the Korean school grammar accepts an
eclectic system that includes particles in words, but excludes endings from
words. In other words, there are some opinions that both particles and endings
should be recognized as words, and other opinions that neither of them should
be excluded from words, so this system makes a compromise between them and
is selected for the sake of grammar description. From this perspective, a new
linguistic research flow should be reflected, but the concept of words has not
changed at all. Therefore, it is necessary to reflect cognitive grammar, a
usage-based model.

Cognitive grammar pursues bottom-up principles. In this aspect, words are
regarded as structured inventory of conventional linguistic units. With such a
concept of words adopted, this study insists that it is needed to introduce even
‘Wordization of Syntactic Construction’, beyond the present school grammar that
has dual perspectives on compound words as ‘Compound’ and ‘Derivation’. The
present school grammar concept of words has changed from a perspective of
composition to a perspective of formation. Even the perspective of word
formation has been comprehended from a perspective of rule. Recently,
however, Korean word formation is explained not with rules but as a cognitive
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process called ‘Inference’. Therefore, this study found it necessary to introduce
cognitive grammar perspectives to the present Korean grammar education.

Key Words: Words, Word formation, Complex word, School grammar,
Cognitive grammar, Compound, Derivation, Wordization of syntactic construction
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