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[ABSTRACT]

A Knight errant Story Drawn in Black-and-white Painting

The Grand Master is knight errant film which was a box-office success made
by Wong Kar War in 2013. The style stands out as being more important than
image as Wong's former film. However, the narration and dialogue has increased
massively in 7he Grand Master. The knight errant film is Chinese' most typical
genre, this paper concidered Chinese traditional aesthetic factors, for example,
frame, composition, perspective, point of sight and the color of light as a center.
The Grand Master examplifies ingenious mise—en—scene through stark color
contrasts from an Chinese traditional aesthetic point of view. It bears a close
parallel to the feeling in watching black—and-white drawing. The representative
image of road in 7he Grand Master is funeral bier march. The compositon of
mountains and streams is elliptical orbit, that we are familiar in traditional
landscape painting.

We recall the meaning of 'kungpai-the formless' in Oriental painting from the
image of dark sky and mountains and streams shot by long-shot and long-take.
The martial arts scenes in 7he Grand Master is shot by horizontal angle, angle
of elevation, birds—eye view, closeup etc.

The mobile camerawalk expresses every single move of martial arts,
reminiscent of black-and-white drawing mainly with achromatic color. The
image and metaphor is notable in Wong's typical montage technique. The
audience observe characters' role and identify with them as an observer or an
omniscient author in 7he Grand Master. As Wong give priority to dialogue rather
than image, the episode of hero—/p Man brings out in sharp relief, audience
identify the hero with themselves. 7he Grand Master is the film shot by
unifocalization shot, telephoto lens shot, extreme close—up, stepprinting or
multifocalization shot. At the most dynamic martial arts' scene in 7he Grand
Master, the change of angle, the change of point of view and the distance
between object and camera reminds us "the shift perspective" in oriental
painting. 7he Grand Master is mixed up with subjective view, third—person point
of view or first-person point of view. The color of 7The Grand Master, roughly,
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could be simplified as dark, heavy color and bright, brilliant color. The color
which reminds us of 'kungpai-the formless' in oriental painting, could be dark,
heavy color, that is to say, black and white color. The dark, heavy color is
outstanding in indoor scene and night martial arts' scene. The utilization of
indirect lighting would be to express the spirit of knight errants who seek the
world of inside the phenomena. 7he Grand Master is the aesthetics of contrast
effects, that is, something and nothing, strongness and weakness, fullness and
emptiness. 7he Grand Master is more of simbolic and ambiguous expression
mode than the discription by narrative or dialogue—freehand brushwork. We may
well recall the absolute freedom, the thinking of Lao-tzu and Chuang-tzu here.
Wong Kar Wai is sometimes called as a poet, emotional singer or sentimentalist,
even as a painter. Wong produced film that the poetic montage show to
advantage with keen eye and emotional expression.

Key words : Ip Man, Wong Kar War, point of sight, the shift perspective,
black—and-white drawing, freehand brushwork, the formless
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