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[ABSTRACT]

The ‘Wakan’ Boundary Area, as Seen in the Complementary

Relationship of Waka and Chinese Poetry in the Shinsen Manyo-shu.

Atsuo, Nishinoiri(Toho Gakuen Music High school)

This paper examines the boundary area that is created when ancient
Japanese culture incorporates Chinese culture. Based on recent
research trends in Japan, we examine the problems of terms such as
“Wakan”(Wa ‘Japanese’, Kan ‘Sinitic’) and “national culture” that have
been used in conventional research, and reconsider the text of the
Shinsen Manyo-shu, established in the second half of the 9th century. In
the Shinsen Manyo-shu, you can see how Waka and Chinese poetry are
complementarily related to another, creating a singular fictional world. It
is a new creative style that is not confined to an individual genre, and it is
a feature that positions itself in a special area called “Kan in Wa” that is

neither “Japanese” nor “Sinitic”.

Keyword : kanji culture area, wakan, boundary area, poetry from

China and Japan, Shinsen Manyo-shu
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