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I A pA ol FQl Yetoloh 2370 & ekl AHE ¥ [ABSTRACT]
5| BietE = Aol Al ekl of7 ond, o] o] thdlA]of 8l
of o|H 9] o|o] 3}t ZEAJ o] A== AHY Aolrt Lee Byeong Ju’s Perception of Japan and the Record

of the Korea-Japan Agreement

Jeong, Mi-jin(Gyeongsang National University)

This article aims to examine Lee Byeong ju’s perception of Japan, and
explain Lee’s attitude toward Korea-Japan relations that focusing on
way to describe the Korea-Japan agreement in the novel ‘May of that
year’. Since Lee was born in the Japanese colonial period and educated
in Japanese, studied in Japan and directly experienced Japanese student
soldiers, His perception of Japan is manifested in a complex form
where inferiority, defeat, the sense of guilt and reflective attitude are
intertwined. Lee, however, rejects the attitude itself of having extreme
feelings toward any nation, so he expresses Korea-Japan relations should
be approached objectively on a national level, not on a personal approach
that is prone to tend to become emotional.

This attitude manifests itself in a way that maintains an objective
distance in describing relations with Japan, In TMay of that year;, Lee
not only makes a simple arrangement of objective data but uses remarks
from various figures to critically record the Korea-Japan pact. At this
time, analyzing and criticizing the Korea—Japan agreement with Japanese
figures can be said to be an objectification strategy through otherization.
In the same context, explaining the Korea-Japan relationship as “fate”

would also be right to see it as a result of reflection on the historical
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situation and an expression method of realistic life. In other words,
Lee not glorify Japan’s development by being hostile to Japan from a
democratic standpoint or being obsessed with an inferiority complex.
Rather, it is disclosing a position that it should be used as an opportunity
to reflect on our historical wrongs from an objective standpoint, and this

will be the core of Lee’s grand Japanese consciousness.

Key word : Lee Byeong ju, TMay of that year, Perception of Japan,
Complex, the sense of guilt, Korea-Japan Agreement, Objectification,
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