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[ABSTRACT]

On the Narration and Interpretation of the Classics:

A Case Study of Zuozhuan’s Narration of Xiaji

Cheung Yu Wan Ally(Beijing Language and Culture University)

This essay seeks to understand The Zuozhuan(The Commentary of Zuo,
Qiuming) and its historical perspective through analyzing its narrative of
Xiaji, a princess of Zheng. Xiaji’s relationship with a series ofpowerful
men in the kingdoms of Chen and Chu, as told through the Zuozhuan,
precipitated the collapse of Chen, Chu and Jin, and engendered conditions

for the later Wu-Yue rivalry.

Historical narratives aim to present historical events as is; historical
explanations, based on the unfolding of historical events, serve a didactic
purpose. How do we surmise a logic from historical events? Jiang,
Bingzhang, a Qing scholar, had this to say, “In comparing an event’s
start and finish we judge gains and losses; in comparing a person’s
beginning and end we judge rights and wrongs.” This is the mode
of thinking by which Zuozhuan presents the classics: by first citing a
reading of the classics and offering a statement of value, followed by a
historical narrative in broad details to evidence the author’s judgement.
To understand the methods and considerations of historians in selection

of historical material, we may compare Zuozhuan with Guoyu and Shiji and
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ascertain the historiography of Zuo, Qiuming.

Keyword: Zuozhuan, Guoyu, Tsinghua Bamboo Slips, Shiji, Xiaji,

historiography, scriptures meaning, narration
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