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[ABSTRACT]

To Find the Internal Cause of Hyanggyo’s Decline

from the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty

Li Yan(Beijing Language and Culture University)

The records of policies and guiding principles appeared in affairs
of state that related to Hyanggyo in Goryeo and Joseon dynasties
have been sorted out carefully in this essay based on History of
Goryeo and Veritable Records of the Joseon Dynasty, also the
process and the reason of Hyanggyo’s rise, heyday and decline have
been described out roughly. Korea’s Hyanggyo rised during the
period from Taejo to Injong of Goryeo, and its name ‘Hyanggyo’ was
established between the year 1127 and 1142. It was flourishing during
the early and medium period of Joseon and declined in the late
period of the same dynasty. Hyanggyo’s functions developed from
offering sacrifices to ancestors and sages, teaching the classics of
Confucianism, and selecting young students for Sungkyunkwan
in Goryeo to the direct remonstration to the Kings of Hyanggyo’s
young students, the supplement for lower officials and soldiers,
etc. Hyanggyo’s running was totally supported by the government
finance. Lands, slaves and maidservants, books were supplied to
ensure the high status of Hyanggyo. This kind of policy ensured

the development Hyanggyo and at the same time buried the
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hidden trouble of its decline. The breakdown of young schloars’
moral like arrogant and wilful mood appeard from Sejong period
of the Joseon Dynasty could not be stopped. The destruction of
Hyanggyo’s sacrifices to ancestors and sages, the plebification of
young students’ identities, people looked down on Hyanggyo, ect.
These problems came into being and finally led Hyanggyo to its
decline during the early period of Yeongjo of Joseon and replaced

by Seowon.

Key words: Joseon, Annals, Hyanggyo, Decline, Internal Cause
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