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[ABSTRACT]

Urdu’s Dilemma:

Language Use and Awareness of Muslims Living in Delhi

Koh, Tae-jin(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

This study examines the perception and identity of Indian
Muslim, a representative minority group in India towards Urdu. In
other words, it is an empirical case study of language selection and
usage patterns of ghettoized Muslims living in Delhi. Studies in other
religions and groups are indispensable, even in India, where the
image of the Hindu state is becoming fixed, even if it has little social,
economic, political, and political influence. The purpose of this study
is to investigate how Urdu works on the formation, development
and change of the identity of Muslims living in the largest minority
groups in the multicultural and multi-religious society of India.
Although Urdu had influenced the formation of Muslim identity
as much as religion as a symbolic social capital after the process
of independence, its influence has been weakened in the days of
declining secularization. Urdu seems to be used as the most useful
means of forming a Muslim identity with religion in India. However,
the shared perception among the members of the language
community that a particular language is the most appropriate means

of expressing a particular identity is criticized for not recognizing
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the attributes of the individual in the domain of language and not
forming the social discourse correctly have. Therefore, we want to
analyze Urdu as a mediator of how the Muslim group is forming and
changing identity. In this context, we will analyze their language use

through questionnaires and interviews on Muslim’s language use.

Key words: Urdu, Indian Muslim, Language Identity, De-

Secularization, Hindi
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* Language background

Al What is your mother tongue?

A2 What language do you usually speak with your family?

A3 What language do you usually speak with your friends?

Ad How many languages do you speak?

Can you speak English well enough to conduct a

Ab X
conversation?

A6 What is your father's mother tongue?

A7 What is your mother’'s mother tongue?

A8 Can you read and write Urdu scripts?

A9 Can you read and write Hindi scripts?

A10 Can you read and write English scripts?

* About Hindi
B1 Do you think Urdu and Hindi are the same language
except scripts?
B2 Have you learnt Hindi scripts  (Devanagri)?
B3 Do you agree that Hindi can be a national language of

India?

B4 Do you think Hindi is more important than Urdu in India?

Do you think Muslim should focus on Hindi more than

BS Urdu?

B6 Do you think Muslim should learn English?

B7 Do you think Hindi is important for getting a job in India?

Hindustani as a mixed-language of both Hindi and Urdu

B8 . .
can be a national language of India?

B9 Do you think Hindi is a symbol of Hindu?

B10 Are Bollywood-films in Urdu or Hindi?
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* About Urdu

C1 Do you think Urdu represents Muslim’s identity?

C2 Do you think all Indian Muslim should speak Urdu?

c3 Do you think Urdu provides a good opportunity to get a
job?

c4 Do you think speaking Urdu and writing Urdu are different
matter
Muslim population is increasing. But do you think a

Cb . . .
number of Urdu speaker is also increasing?

Cé6 Do you think Urdu is a minor language?

Cc7 Do you think Urdu is a symbol of Indian Muslim?

Cs Do you think Urdu can be learned through Hindi
alphabet(Devanagri) in stead of Nastalique ?

Co Do you want to send your children to Urdu Medium school
or Hindi Medium school?

c10 Where did / do you learn Urdu scripts?

The following statements and questions relate to how you perceive

your identity with a language. Please indicate your agreement or

disagreement with each statement on Likert scale.

5=strongly agree 4=somewhat agree 3=neither agree nor

disagree 2=somewhat disagree 1= strongly disagree

Pride

D1 | I am proud of speaking Urdu
D 2 | I think all Indian Muslim should know Urdu

| think Urdu can be identified as a language

b3 of Muslim

D 4 | | think Muslim means knowing Urdu

D 5 | | think Urdu is a minor language
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X2 M47z

Interesting E 1 | Ilike reading Urdu novels
E 2 | | like reading Hindi novels
| am interested in using Urdu words in
E3 .
Hindi
E 4 | | prefer to use Hindi to (than) Urdu
E 5 | I think my Hindi is better than my Urdu
Job F1 | Knowing Urdu helps one get a job
F 2 | Knowing Hindi helps one get a job
F 3 | Knowing English helps one get a job
Fa Knowing Urdu just helps to get a job
related to religion
F 5 | Knowing Urdu is very useful in a society
G | think there is no difference between Urdu
Difference and Hindi apart from the script
For me, | do not care speaking Urdu or
G2 .
Hindi
Although Urdu is written in Devanagri
G3 o .
script, it is still considered as Urdu.
G 4 | | think Hindi speakers can speak Urdu
G5 For me, it is irrelevant to distinguish
between Hindi and Urdu
H 1 Urdu will disappear because of less job
Future opportunities
Urdu will disappear because of influence of
H2 .
Hindi
Urdu will disappear because of passive
H3 o .
political attitude towards Urdu
Urdu will disappear because of passive
H4 ) . .
attitude of present Muslim generation
Urdu and Hindi should be considered as
Hb5 ) .
Hindustani
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H 6 | | worry about the future of Urdu
H 7 Young Muslim generation has more
inclination to learn Hindi more than Urdu
Hs | think Urdu does not represent Muslim’s
identity anymore
Ho There is a tendency for young Muslim to
neglect Urdu
| think Urdu will be merged into Hindi in
H10
few decades
Education 1 | think Urdu should be used as a medium
of Instruction in an elementary school
12 | want coming generation of my community
to learn Urdu
| prefer to send my children to Urdu-
I 3 | medium school rather than Hindi-medium
school
14 | think Urdu should be compulsory subject
at elementary level
5 | think Urdu can be written in Romanized
scripts
Religious J 1 | I'think Urdu is a religious language
J 2 | I'think Urdu means Muslim
J 3 | Not necessary for Muslim to know Urdu
J 4 | |'think Urdu is related to Islam
5 | think Hindi is for Hindu and Urdu is for

Muslim




