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[ABSTRACT]
The Free Will and Gender Performativity of

Posthuman in Korean SF Novels

Yoon, Aekyung(Changwon National University)

This article examines how the narrative of the posthuman
subject, which values free will and emotion, which are inherent
human qualities, is converging into the context of critical
posthumanism oriented towards postanthropocentrism, focusing
on the works of Yoon Yi-hyung ("Goodbye"), Jang Kang-myung
("You Are a Hot Star"), and Kim Cho-yup ("About My Space
Hero").

These SF narratives, which are noted in this paper, draw
attention to the point where the logic of science and technology
and capital form a close collusion between the various probable
conflict situations that test the problem of establishing
relationships and understanding with the expanded human beings
of the future society. And it shows that the anti—ethical
purposefulness involved in the realization of science and
technology poses a serious threat to the existence of
posthumans.

The characters in these works are 'posthumanized humans'
who can note the violence of the dominant perception or gaze of
the present humanity towards the future human being in the
process of reflecting on the existential situations they face and
the problems that arise from them as they undergo a transition
from the traditional human category.

Posthumanized human beings struggle to uphold their dignity
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as independent autonomous entities centered on human values in
conflict situations of existential crisis. At this time, the free will
exercised by posthumans can be seen as not an anthropocentric
value that contains the violence of exclusion and discrimination,
but the realization of postancentrism, which restores human
values away from them.

On the other hand, free will as a human value to which
posthumans aspire is signified as gender—subversive practice in
relation to the deep-rooted gender predicament faced by
non—human women-posthumans. The gender—subversive process
of posthumanized women scientists is not carried out as a single
entity, but is made possible by forming new solidarities with the
women around them, and underlying this solidarity is an ethic of
care that promotes coexistence against anti—humanistic
situations.

Ultimately, among the various probable situations that can be
raised in relation to the understanding of human beings in future
socleties, a tendency in science fiction narratives that focuses on
the existence and human value of symbolic beings on the border,
in particular, can be positioned as a direction of serious
exploration of how the violent anthropocentric thinking in the

posthuman era should be overcome.

Key words : Korean SF Novels, Posthuman, women-posthumans, free
will, Gender Performativity, solidarity, ethics of care,
coexistence, human values
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