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[ Abstract]

A Study of the Narrative Structural Features of
the Qing Dynasty the Talented and the
Beautiful Novels Hau kiou choaan

Park, Jooyeon * Joo, Junyoung(Korea University)

The principal objective of this scholarly inquiry is to conduct a
comprehensive analysis of the narrative architecture inherent in
Hau kiou choaan, a seminal component of the ‘Talented and the
Beautiful’ anthology, which materialized during the Qing Dynasty
in China. The study is fundamentally oriented towards
elucidating the distinctive attributes and significations embedded
within the chosen work. Cognizant of the limitations intrinsic to
extant scholarship, this endeavor is inherently geared towards a
meticulous deconstruction of the narrative structure permeating

Hau kiou choaan.

Preliminarily, the investigation endeavors to unravel the
shared paternal crisis encountered by the male and female
protagonists. This study also delves into the intricate stratagems
employed to engender an amplification of character delineation
through the iterative and superimpositional deployment of
recurrent motifs. In tandem, the investigation meticulously
dissects the propellant underpinning the entire narrative

construct — the concept of ‘preceding and following'. Serving as
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the fulcrum for thematic articulation and plot advancement, the
notion of ‘preceding and following’ assumes an elemental role
within the narrative frame work, while concurrently affording the
scope for a reevaluation of the categorization of autogenous
literary productions that surfaced during the juncture of the late

Ming and early Qing eras.

The study proceeds by scrutinizing salient dimensions.
Primarily, it orchestrates an inquiry into the sequential
navigation of a 'father's crisis' by the male and female personae.
This crisis serves as the fulcrum for the evolution of the
narrative tapestry, facilitated by an orchestration of character
portrayal, the choreography of spatial dynamics, the
accentuation of peripheral personages, and the establishment of
interpersonal entanglements. In a subsequent vein, within the
rubric of a consultative narrative framework, whereby Tie
Zhongyu lends succor to Wei Pai in his tribulations, reciprocated
by Wei Pai's intervention in Tie Zhongyu's dilemmas, a framed
compositional framework unfurls. Within this compositional
prism, the liaison between Tie Zhongwel and Sui Bingxin unfurls
as a romantic narrative, redolent of Wei Pai's anguish. This
deployment underscores the foundational precept that the
overarching narrative schema rests upon the serial assimilation
of recursive elements. As a tertiary pursuit, this study
accentuates the pivotal thrust of Hau kiou choaan - the
transmutation of the conflict between decorum and sentiment
into variegated manifestations through the conduit of the

'preceding and following' paradigm.
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By doing so, the study seeks to excavate an unexplored facet
of the politicized love narrative, which heretofore has been
relegated to a diachronically transitional role in the sculpting of
the collective amatory narrative. This analytic trajectory, in turn,
aspires to bestow a nuanced and multifaceted discourse upon the
existent expanse of scholarship concerning the ‘Talented and the
Beautiful’ literary milieu - a domain that has hitherto been
reproached for its perceived doctrinal inflexibility and its
perceived incapacity to rupture the confines of entrenched

archetypes.

Key words : Hau kiou choaan, the Talented and the Beautiful Novels,
narrative structure, consultation novels, love novels, Cinese
Traditional Wedding, Emperor Kangxi
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