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[ Abstract]

Searching for the Origin of Power and
Subject’s Anxiety
: A Study in the 7he Walls of Rumor by Lee
Cheong-Jun

Cho, So-myoung(Sungkyul University)

This study examines the way of interpellation of power and the
response of the subject to it in Lee Chung—joon's The Walls of
Rumor(1971). In standard reading, it is pointed out that the
bearers of power, such as the flashlight and the interrogator,
represent repression in that they force the protagonist, Park Jun,
to choose a particular ideology and prevent him from making an
honest statement, and the phobia of statements is the result of
such repression. But this study first notices that the
interpellation of power in the novel does not take place in a
simple form that coerces what it wants. It is an obscure call to
the subject that is not clear what the Other wants. Faced with
this, Park Jun first infers and presents answers that meet the
desires of others, but fails repeatedly. This leads to hysterical
doubts about the justification and legitimacy of the power that
called him. As other characters show, the subject usually tries to
build fantasy in the way that ‘the big Other wants this or that’,
and to take it as a standard for his actions. Yet in the case of
Park Joon, he pushes his doubts to the extreme. He responds to

the interpellation of power in a way that reveals the power and



A o] 719l Ug G} FA B 181

its authority ultimately originate in illegal violence and extortion,
and exposes the repressed scenes of the “Korean social
contract.” As a result, this study demonstrates that Lee
Cheong—jun tried to speculate about the empty space of power
by revealing that such power begins with an illegal origin in the
1960s.

Key words : the origin of power, anxiety, interpellation, fantasy,
hysteria, social contract, forced choice
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