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[ Abstract]

A Study on the Meaning of Modern Poetry in
Yun Gon Gang’s Poetry

Park, Ju Taek(Kyunghee University)

Yoon Gon-gang was an important poet who achieved poetic
achievement in the 1930s and was also a poetry critic who
published a collection of poems "Poetry and Truth"(1948). The
son of a rich farmer, he joined the KAPF in 1934, the year after
he studied abroad in Japan, and was involved in the Second
Kappa Arrest and served time in prison.

Beginning with "The Basic Problem of Anti—Religious
Literature" in 1933 and continuing his active critical activities
throughout the 30s and 40s, Yoon's basic thesis was a comprehensive
theory of poetry that emphasized reality and life to form a
wholeness of poetry and spirit. He called adherence to a
particular ideology a one-sidedness and advocated harmony and
rupture of ideas and forms.

Yoon Gon-gang criticized professional poetry for its lack of
civic consciousness and practical concretization of the intellect,
and for being steeped in culturalism, and called for the
liquidation of mechanism by advocating the struggle for
subjective self-awareness of art and the solidarity of
popularization. To this end, he emphasized an international class
proletarian art that is dialectically unified not only in ideological

content but also in form in a materialistic creative method. Later,
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interest in socialist realism began to rise, and Yoon sought to
recognize revolutionary romanticism as a holistic worldview as a
Soviet literary style, arguing that it should be concerned with the
living human being as the builder of socialism. It can be said that
Yoon's understanding of the sameness of perception and the
specificity of form and the need to practice it stems from this
view.

On the other hand, based on his negativity towards modernism,
Yoon criticizes the landscape of Korean poetry, which lacks an
inner attitude towards emotion. He dismisses the imitation of
foreign literature as a frivolity of life and a vulgar fad, and he
does not hesitate to criticize the crude poetry for its esotericism
and lack of conviction and self-awareness. Yoon Gon-gang
consistently emphasized the spirit of poetry (poetics) toward the
essence of poetry. He insists that poetry must truly die for the
sake of poetry, and that one must bear the fate of expression
with willful passion through the fight against reality. In particular,
he argued that creativity is achieved by the sum of sensation and
content due to the correspondence of the subject to the object,
and sought to pursue poetic balance and diversity as existence.

In addition, he puts forward Yoon Gon-gang's own theory of
autonomous poetry, claiming tradition and ours, nation and self,
before and after liberation.

Key words : Yoon Gon-gang, 1930s, Poetry, Poetry, Dialectic Realism,
Socialism Realism, KAPF, Proletarian literature
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